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Although the weather was not |

too favorable, approximately 200
people attended, and alpprommiltﬂly,
100 were former students of the
sehool, and their families. A nice
lunch was enjoyed and there was
much’ reminiscing when' the  for-
mer students visited their class-
roolms.

Through the untiring efforts of
‘Mrs. :Alda Fulcher Conner, a for-
mer student of the school, the fol-
lowing information Wwas compiled
i‘éliﬂkg ‘the many experiences of
the group who was instrumental
 the beginning of “Big A”. This
\é; ory was read by John Hardy

elwood

‘Remembered About Big A’
Around the year 1915, there was
little entertainment in this
H'y A group of young men
re interested in bascball,
&ganlzed a baseball - team. The
ground selected for the diamond
was owned by the county, who
everal acres in this commun-
f*{._ t is located in front of “Big

school building. This land is
W\;Wﬂﬂﬁ by several of the local
farmers. .

The team demded “Big A”
| would be the name of the team in
banpr of Mr..Aaron Blackard, as
his name ‘*was’ﬁpelled with a big
“A” and'a little “a” thus the name
"B-;g JA” originated,

/At that time the main event on
Saturday afternoons were the base-
ball games. People came from
miles around just to see the game;
especially, if their home team was
_playing. The ladies enjoyed the
game almost as much as the men,
" but what they rea]ly came for was
_to enjoy the ice cream that was
made under the big Oak tree. This
tree was several feet from the dia-
mond,

You could get all the ice cream
you could pile on a cone, for 5¢.
The proceelds were given to the
‘team to buy their equipment and
for transportation to other games.
The “Big ‘A” team mwould travel
quite a distance to compete with
other teams, such as Martinsville,
Stuart, Westfield, King, Sandy
Ridge, Smithtown, Madison, May-
odan, and others.

This community had three small
schools in the wear of 1919. These
were High Point, Rough, and
Poor House. These schools were
Evercrawdcd and more children
were becoming of school age. It

along. wjﬂ: the annual Haze&woqd ik

large epough to tgapﬁ_ #Eh cl
and elémentary, as some of

boys and girls were ready forh‘iﬁi Bah

they cmﬁd get: another svclmgl onel s

school, and had ‘no transportation | sahool. "
to Stuart or Critz. Mr. R.eymhk. gy ' \hic?
advised that the .county did not] . =~ g
have the funds to build a 30!100]. 5 e
munity would give 'thefr ‘time and | 557
labor to do the work, the county C T-h

would ‘give three acres of land,

which included the baseball dia-

mond, and alw he tlmber thﬁlhﬁ
to be c , saw

ed at'the mill, then,

to the building. The-ehien "agrEed .

and garhe;eg their saws, axes, and
wedges, and began to work. The
women alsa had a jpart in the con-

;;he largp fa;mihes in ]

ity moved afwny

struction of the school. They Y
cooked hot lunches and walked|

several miles to carry the foodto |

the men an;d boys who were work-
1_ng.
When 'the logs were ready to go

to 'the saw. mill, which had been | wi

placed on @he county property op-

erated by Berk]e‘y Gray and Hay- s 1

mon Nowlin, they took their wag-
ons ‘and ‘team to haul the log's.
then the lumber. Some of the men |
were Frnest Gilbert, Hugh Nowﬂm
Fred Fulcher, Ed Gregory, George
Nowlin, Will Nowlin, Jim Nowlin,
Oharlie Blackard and Bster Handy,

Others who! helped were, Harby

Shelton and boys, Sam_ Shelton
and boys, Millard Gunter  and

boys, and Riley Blackard and boys. |

All the men in the community

helped in one way or thc oﬂwr to |

get the sehool built.

The carpenters: rwho gave Lhe"ir
tlme anid skill were, Tim Fulcher,
Pete Newman, Jim Newman,
Arthur Newman and Bob Hazel-
wood, Again, Imany more gave of
their time and labor to 'get the

school built. Tt was not completed '

when it opened, but finished with-
in the next two years. The most
faithful workers were Mr. Arthur
Newman and Mr. Bob Hazelwood.
All the labor was frée and no one
received any 'pay.

The building was a two b[OI‘}'
stoucture. On the first floor there
were four classrooms, a cloak
room at the end nf the hall, and
two stairways led to the large audi-
torium. Tt also had a‘porch on the
front, The question then wi
What will it be named? Since the
building was locateld on the ground




